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Worship Bulletin
Sunday, November 30", 2025



Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Advent Candle Lighting John and Susan David & Elena Goodspeed and Trent Rabe

Call to Worship Liturgist, Larry Woods
Leader: On Sundays and Mondays,
People: on good days and bad days,
Leader: early in the morning and very late at night,
People: here in this room, and out in the world,
God, we long for you to break in.
Leader: Meet us in this space.
People: Surprise us with your presence.
Leader: Fill this room with your good news.
People: With hope, we sing, we worship, we pray. Amen!

Opening Prayer
*Hymn #100 - My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout

Prayer of Confession
Ever-present God, we long to feel you close.
We long to feel your presence in our lives.
We long for you to break through the chaos and suffering of this world.
But if we’re honest,
we rarely stand still long enough to feel you in our midst.
We turn our sights to false “saviors”
and think we know what is best.
Forgive our impulse to run to the “quick fix” or the “next big thing”.
Forgive our wandering hearts, our impatience, our skepticism, and our
assumptions.
Remind us that even in the time of Herod,
even on the longest of nights, you are always there, ready to break through in
unexpected ways.

(Time for silent prayer and confession)



Assurance of Forgiveness

Passing the Peace

Leader: God makes peace within us.

People: Let us claim it.

Leader: God makes peace between us.

People: Let us share it.

Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People: And also with you!

Please share signs of peace (ex. a wave, handshake, or high five) with each other.

A Word for God’s Children Erica Russell

Anthem Advent Peace St. Andrew Choir
arr. Lloyd Larson

Prayer for lllumination

Scripture — Lamentations 3:55-57
| called on your name, LORD, from the depths of the pit. You heard
my plea: “Do not close your ears to my cry for relief.” You came
near when | called you and you said, “Do not fear.”

Scripture — Luke 1:5-22
In the time of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named
Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife
was descended from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was
Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, living
blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations
of the Lord. But they had no children because Elizabeth was
barren, and both were getting on in years.

Once when he was serving as priest before God during his
section’s turn of duty, he was chosen by lot, according to the
custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord to
offer incense. Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole



assembly of the people was praying outside. Then there
appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of
the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified,
and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be
afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. You
will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for
he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine
or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the
Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord
their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before
him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said to the angel, “How
can | know that this will happen? For | am an old man, and my
wife is getting on in years.” The angel replied, “l am Gabriel. |
stand in the presence of God, and | have been sent to speak to
you and to bring you this good news. But now, because you did
not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will
become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.”

Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering
at his delay in the sanctuary. When he did come out, he was
unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a
vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained
unable to speak. When his time of service was ended, he
returned to his home.

After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months
she remained in seclusion. She said, “This is what the Lord has
done for me in this time, when he looked favorably on me and
took away the disgrace | have endured among my people.”

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Erica Russell

A Moment for Silent Reflection



*Hymn - In the Time of Herod

In the Time of Herod
CRANHAM 11.11.11.11

Words by Anna Strickland, 2025 Music by Gustav Holst, 1906
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In the time of Her - od, fear had ta- ken hold
Thick as  fog the fear grew, slow - ly creep-ing in

Pierc-ing through the stra - tus  comes the an - gels' song
In the time of Her - od, fear has ta- ken hold
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Hope was bur - ied deep and hid - den, rare as gold
Day by day the peo-ple bent and drew with-in
"Do not fear!"rings hol - low when we've feared so long
Still we share a long - ing for a glimpse of hope
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Or - di - na-ry peo- ple dared not speak a- loud
With the clouds so hea - wy, who could see the stars?
Still in  the re-cess - es of our wea-ry souls
Or - di - na-ry peo- ple shout the truth we trust:
13
0 | | | . | |
i — ! X
: I — & o L4 — e
) v
Dreams of the Mes-si - ah break-ingthrough the clouds

Hope - less-ness had trapped them, strong as pris - on bars
Some - thing is a-wak - ened— could it be our hope?
God will stop at no - thing to be here with us

© Anna Strickland, 2025. Commissioned by A Sanctified Art, LLC.



*Affirmation of Faith
God’s redeeming work in Jesus Christ embraces the whole of human life. It is
the will of God that the divine purpose for human life shall be fulfilled under
the rule of Christ and all evil be banished from creation.

With an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to present tasks
and strives for a better world. It does not identify limited progress with the
kingdom of God on earth, nor does it despair in the face of disappointment and
defeat. In steadfast hope, the church looks beyond all partial achievement to
the final triumph of God.

Now unto God who by the power within us is able to do far more abundantly
than all we ask or think, to God be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all
generations, forever and ever. Amen.

Offering our Gifts and Gratitude
To give electronically, please visit standrewboulder.org/giving

*Song of Dedication #108 - Of the Father’s Love Begotten (v. 6)
Christ, to thee with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost to thee,
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving and unwearied praises be.
Honor, glory, and dominion, and eternal victory,
Evermore and evermore! Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Our loving God, who is in Heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom
come, Your will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen!



*Hymn #104 - Oh Lord, How Shall | Meet You
Benediction

Postlude *Stand as able

Portions of the liturgy for this service were written by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art
LLC | sanctifiedart.org.
CCLI- #3195519, Onelicense -A-732031
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“In this piece, | imagine the angel in a female form arriving close to Zechariah in the
darkened Temple, surprising him by her presence. His reaction is a fearful one in this
image. He leans away, squints his eyes, and covers his head. He protects himself from

her, from her presence, from her power, from her words, from her gaze. He hides. The
incense swirls around them. In contrast to his fear, her message is one of hope: long-
yearned-for-joy and family security. Here the angel’s message is represented by the
doves and the stars. Her message flows into his space with the same power that invoked
his fear. | imagine Zechariah lets his guard down then, and listens to her in shock. |
imagine he takes in her words, lets his arm down, meets her gaze, and holds onto joy,
despite his ongoing apprehension.”

—from the artist statement for “Zechariah and the Angel” by Hannah Garrity



“Many of us, like the writer of Lamentations, know this kind of free fall—in our personal
lives, in our ministries, and in a political climate that seems to collapse our sense of
security into a bottomless pit. Yet, when the fall ends, when the deepest depths have
been reached, who hears us when we call? As we echo prayers from the depths of each
of our lives, we can rest in the assurance that we are heard by a God who meets us at
rock bottom.”

—from the artist statement for “Depths” by Carmelle Beaugelin Caldwell



St. Andrew At-A-Glance

November 30 - Youth Group

December 3 - Noon Prayer Service

December 4 - Women'’s Crafts and Conversation

December 6 - HomeAhead Open Donation Hours

December 7 - Second Sunday of Advent - Hybrid Worship, Communion, Nursery, Choir
Rehearsal, Adult Education, Sunday School, Youth Group

December 10 - Memorial Service for Pete Pascoff at St. Louis Catholic Church, Noon
Prayer Service

December 11 - Serve Dinner to the Unhoused with Community Table

December 13 - Men’s Pancake Breakfast, Memorial Service for Oralie McAfee
December 14 - Third Sunday of Advent - Christmas Pageant during Worship, Nursery,
Choir Rehearsal, Adult Education, Costuming for Kids and Youth, All-Church Lunch and
Advent Workshop



Worship Leaders

Pastor
The Rev. Jacqueline Decker Vanderpol
Jacqueline@StAndrewBoulder.org

Music Director
Dr. Chad Clark
Chad@StAndrewBoulder.org

Office Administrator
Savannah Morton
Office@StAndrewBoulder.org

Sound Team
Gene Harano,
Basil Miller, Steve Niessner

Director of Family Ministries
Erica Russell
Erica@StAndrewBoulder.org

Organist
Joshua Yuen-Schat
Josh@StAndrewBoulder.org

Sexton
Basil Miller
Basil@StAndrewBoulder.org

Zoom Techs

Evaristo Ramirez-Aguilar, Max
Bedell, Norah Vanderpol, and

Samuel Martin

Life Enrichment Director
Marisa Marotta
Marisa@StAndrewBoulder.org



‘I 4 DEC COSTUMING
2025 AT 9:00AM

ALL KIDS, YOUTH, AND PARENTS ARE WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE!

Advent Workshop

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14TH @ 11:30AM

Join us for a Chipotle taco/burrito bar and all-ages Advent

workshop to celebrate the season! Enjoy lunch, decorating

Christmas packages for our home-bound members, crafting
ornaments, creating your own reusable Advent calendar, and more!

30
AM




